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8th September 2010 
 
 
Report on refining the alignment of HS2 Ltd’s recommended route 
 
In the past few months we have been refining parts of our recommended 
route for a high speed railway line between London and the West Midlands in 
order to reduce potential environmental impacts, and we have now delivered 
our recommendations to the Government.   
 
This work has focussed on the route north of the Chilterns, as we did detailed 
work on the route through London and the Chilterns for our March report.  We 
have identified a number of locations where environmental impact could be 
reduced by alterations to the alignment of the route.  These include moving 
the line further from towns and villages or sensitive sites, and lowering it to 
reduce the extent and height of viaducts and embankments. 
 
We have recommended to the Government that the route could be moved 
further away from Brackley, Ladbroke, and Stoneleigh; and that the alignment 
could be lowered around Chipping Warden and Hints, and covered where it 
passes by Chipping Warden and through Burton Green. 
 
The Government will now consider these recommendations along with our 
recommended route of March 2010, and our forthcoming reports on the 
options for linking HS2 with Heathrow Airport and HS1.  The proposed 
alignment of the route will be subject to a full and inclusive public consultation, 
and the Government will announce which route alignment it will consult on in 
advance of the consultation next year. 
 
We would do more detailed work on mitigation of noise and visual impacts if 
the Government decides, after the public consultation, to go ahead with the 
line.  This could include, for example, bunding and noise barriers. 
 
You can read our report on the Department for Transport website at: 
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/rail/pi/highspeedrail/hs2ltd/recommended-route/ 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
SIR BRIAN BRISCOE 
CHAIRMAN  
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