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Dear Mr Delow,

Thank you for your letter of 17 December outlining your concerns about the
potential noise impact of HS2.

Firstly I would like to thank you for attending the meeting on 17 December. I
found the conversation constructive.

I understand the concerns you have regarding noise. The HS2 Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) will provide a noise assessment of the operation
and construction effects and any necessary means to minimise significant
adverse effects that may arise. A draft Environmental Statement (ES) is
currently being compiled, which looks at, amongst other topics, operational
and construction noise. The draft ES is due for consultation in spring 2013.

HS2 Ltd are conscious of the requirements to facilitate public participation in
the decision making process for the high speed rail scheme. They have set
up Community Forums to discuss general local concerns and Planning
Forum Sub Groups to discuss technical environmental matters. As is
customary for the planning phase of any new project, technical issues are
provided to the local Environmental Health Practitioner within your Local
Authority who can decide, if there is any new evidence, how that might be
taken up in the HS2 Planning Forum Sub Group.

It would be difficult for HS2 Ltd to engage on technical route wide matters
with individuals. It is felt that the most effective way to engage with the public
on technical environmental matters is with the qualified Environmental Health
Practitioners who are responsible for carrying out measures to protect the
health and wellbeing of members of their community. This is an approach
that has been implemented successfully on recent national infrastructure
projects in the UK.



As regards legislating for noise levels, the Land Compensation Act 1973 and
the Noise Insulation Regulations 1975-1996 made under it allow for grants to
be made towards the cost of noise insulation in premises subjected to noise
from new roads or railways. It cannot be applied retrospectively but is
required by legislation to be applied where existing roads or railways are up
graded with the result that noise levels exceed stated thresholds. The
number and location of properties estimated to qualify under the Noise
Insulation Regulations will be reported in the EIA.
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