
Meeting With Transport Secretary 17th December 2012 

Secretary of State, many people living within the vicinity of the proposed 
route for HS2 are concerned about the impacts that railway noise pollution 
may have on their quality of life. The way that HS2 Ltd is dealing with this 
issue is, in my opinion, making a bad situation worse. I have set out my 
reasons for this claim in a short written submission to you. With your 
permission, I wish to make a few introductory remarks to my written 
submission. 

The concerns that communities have about noise are exacerbated by the 
absence of reliable quantitative information from HS2 Ltd. For example, 
two years after the House of Commons was told by a previous Transport 
Secretary that noise contour maps would be made available to inform the 
2011 public consultation we are still waiting for this vital information. 

We have been offered HS1 as a model that proves that we have little to 
fear. For reasons which I would be happy to elaborate on should you wish, 
Secretary of State, but which are, in any case, set out in my written 
submission, we do not find this comparison helpful. HS2 and HS1 are very 
different in terms of the expected noise impacts. 

It is a matter of great regret that Her Majesty’s Government is showing no 
inclination to follow the lead of pioneers in high-speed rail, such as Japan 
and France, in protecting its citizens by introducing statutory limits for high-
speed railway noise. Nor have we had any indication that HS2 Ltd will set 
self-imposed limits, following the example of the Evergreen 3 project for 
Chiltern Railways. 

The responses that HS2 Ltd has made to detailed submissions on noise that 
have been submitted to public consultations have been most 
unsatisfactory. Many issues have either been dealt with in a wholly 
perfunctory way or have been totally ignored. 

I have personally tried hard to get a community engagement process on 
noise going with HS2 Ltd and have set out in my written submission some 
of the steps that I have taken. This has been a one-way street and I have 
been told that HS2 Ltd will engage only with local environmental health 
practitioners in meetings to which local community representatives will 
have no direct access. 

On the High Speed Rail website there is a commitment to the procedures 
for engagement on environmental matters set out in the Aarhus 
Convention. I am afraid that I do not consider that local community 



representatives are receiving the benefit of this commitment regarding 
engagement with HS2 Ltd on noise issues. 

So Secretary of State, what we are looking for on noise is for noise contour 
maps to be released without further delay, for noise emission limits to be 
adopted that will protect communities from harmful levels and for a 
meaningful ongoing dialogue with HS2 Ltd on the issues that we have 
raised. 


